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DETAILED ACTION 

Specification 

1 . Applicant is reminded of the proper language and format for an abstract of the disclosure. 

The abstract should be in narrative form and generally limited to a single paragraph on a 
separate sheet within the range of 50 to 150 words. It is important that the abstract not exceed 
150 words in length since the space provided for the abstract on the computer tape used by the 
printer is limited. The form and legal phraseology often used in patent claims, such as "means" 
and "said," should be avoided. The abstract should describe the disclosure sufficiently to assist 
readers in deciding whether there is a need for consulting the full patent text for details. 

The language should be clear and concise and should not repeat information given in the 
title. It should avoid using phrases which can be implied, such as, "The disclosure concerns," 
"The disclosure defined by this invention," "The disclosure describes," etc. 

The abstract of the disclosure is objected to because it uses words which can be implied, 

1. e., "comprising". Correction is required. See MPEP § 608.01(b). 

2. The title of the invention is not descriptive. A new title is required that is clearly 
indicative of the invention to which the claims are directed. 

Claim Objections 

3. Claims 1, 3 and 5 are objected to because of the following informalities: 

In claim 1, line 8, "enabling signals" should be changed to - enabling signal --, see Fig. 
1, also see claim 6, last line, i.e., "enabling signal", 

line 16, "a plurality" should be changed to -- the plurality --, see line 6. 
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In claim 3, the terms "input" on lines 6 and 9 should be deleted for consistency, see line 2 
of claim 1. 

In claim 5, the terms "input" on lines 4 and 8 should be deleted for consistency 
Appropriate correction is required. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 112 
4. The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 1 12: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly claiming the 
subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

Claims 1-6 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 12, second paragraph, as being indefinite for 
failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which applicant regards as 
the invention. 

As per claim 1, the recitation on the last five lines is unclear and confusing. Specifically, 
the recitation the output of all the clock signals from the plurality of unit circuits are stopped as a 
result of stopping the first clock signal appears misdescriptive because the stopping of the first 
clock signal from the first unit circuit does not cause the stopping of the other unit circuits from 
outputting their associated clock signals. Further, the recitation on the last five lines appears true 
only for a clock switching circuit receiving only two clock signals whereas the claim do not 
appear to limit the unit circuits to two. Clarification is requested. 

As per claim 3, the recited "said delay unit" on line 5 lacks antecedent basis. It appears 
claim 3 should depend on claim 2 instead of claim 1 . 

As per claim 5, "said delay unit" on line 3 lacks antecedent basis. It appears claim 5 
should depend on claim 2 instead of claim 1 . 



Application/Control Number: 10/618,726 
Art Unit: 2816 



Page 4 



As per claims 2-6, these claims are rejected because of the indefmiteness of claim 1. 

Claim Rejections - 35 (JSC § 102 
5. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public use or on 
sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United States. 

Claims 1-5 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by US Patent No. 
5,623,223, issued to Pasqualini. 

As per claim 1 , Pasqualini discloses a clock switching circuit (Fig. 6) for receiving a 
plurality of clock signals (first: CLKA, second: CLKB, third: CLKC), comprising: 

a plurality or unit circuits (601, 602, 603) receiving respectively clock signals (CLKA, 
CLKB, CLKC), selection signals (SELA, SELB, SELC) and enabling signal (from the output of 
logic gate 611) and controlling supplying and stopping of the clock signals in accordance with 
the selection signals and the enabling signal (the names of these signals clearly suggest the 
recited function, also see Fig. 7 for the operation); and 

a feedback circuit (logic gate 61 1) for monitoring output conditions of the plurality of 
unit circuits (as shown, logic gate 61 1 receives signals NCKA, NCKB, NCKC and provide 
enable signal to each of the unit circuits via feedback path), the limitation recited on the last five 
lines is clearly explained in Fig. 7, i.e., see Note 1, when the clock switching circuit makes a 
switching from one clock signal to another, CLKOUT being held low to prevent glitches. 
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As per claim 2, Fig. 7 clearly shows the recited operation when the clock switching 
circuit makes a switching from one clock signal to another, i.e., when the SELA selection signal 

y 

is deselected, the selection signal travels through flip-flops which arefclocked by the enable 
signal from the output of the logic gate 61 1 to hold the CLKOUT low for a short period of time 
and this is the delay time of the delay unit), the recited monitoring signals are the signals NCKA, 
NCKB, NCKC. 

As per claim 3, the recited clock output gate unit in each of the unit circuits reads on 
NAND gate 607 (608 for unit circuit 602 and 609 for unit circuit 603) and since, for example, 
CLKA provides the controls for the NAND gates inside the unit circuit 601 to synchronize the 
operation, the recited limitation on the last two lines is met. 

As per claim 4, the recited output circuit reads on the logic gate 610 which outputs any 
one of the clock signals (see Fig. 7) and the recited plurality of synchronize portions read on the 
flip-flop in the leftmost of each of the unit circuits, each receives the SEL select signal at the D 
input and provides synchronization of the selected output clock signal (CLKOUT from the logic 
gate 610 is an input signal to the logic gate 611 and the output of logic gate 61 1 is fed back to the 
flip-flops for performing synchronization). 

As per claim 5, the recited limitations are discussed in claims 2 and 4. 

Allowable Subject Matter 
6. Claim 6 would be allowable if rewritten to overcome the rejection(s) under 35 
U.S.C. 1 12, second paragraph, set forth in this Office action and to include all of the limitations 
of the base claim and any intervening claims. 
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Claim 6 is allowable because the prior art of record fails to disclose or suggest the 
inclusion of a discharge portion at the output side node of the output circuit. 

7. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Minh Nguyen whose telephone number is 571-272-1748. The 
examiner can normally be reached on Monday, Tuesday, Thursday, Friday 7:00-5:30. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Timothy Callahan can be reached on 571-272-1740. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 




Minh Nguyen 
Primary Examiner 
Art Unit 2816 



